by his own contemporaries. In the darkest ages of medical ignorance the term " Hippocratic" still denoted all that was considered best and highest in the art. At the Renaissance, the wildest revolutionists, who despised Galen and Avicenna, still reverenced Hippocrates, and his name has been inscribed upon the banners of all the reformers of medicine from the sixteenth century downwards.
It will be well, therefore, before attempting an account of the Hippocratic medicine, to discuss a few of those services which justify the preeminence thus given to the great Asclepiad. Though there were physicians before Hippocrates, to whose discoveries he himself always renders due honour, the reforms he introduced were so important, and the impress which his genius left upon the whole art was so great, that the title, Father of Medicine, is well deserved.
Three only of the principal aspects of his work can be here discussed; his introduction of more detailed observations of disease, the high importance which he attributed to prognosis, and his rejection of the supernatural in medicine.
Hippocrates has left us forty-two clinical histories, almost the only ones which have come down from antiquity, and of these the shortest may be taken as an example, which should be compared, or, rather, contrasted with the temple inscription given above.
" Seventh case (of the second series 
